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Abstract

Sayyid Qutb (d. 1966), a well-known Islamic figure, is regarded by his followers and adherents
as a pioneer of a return to authentic Islamic principles, eschewing modernity in religious
thought and following a Salafi approach. This imagined Salafi portrayal of Sayyid Qutb has
notbeen critiqued or examined until now; it is accepted as an established and self-evident truth.
In this article, we attempt to show that, contrary to the common image, Sayyid Qutb practically
departed from the circle of Islamic fundamentalism and religious traditionalism. Our method in
this research is to focus on specific cases of Sayyid Qutb’s religious interpretations of doctrinal,
theoretical, and jurisprudential issues. By presenting his views on the phenomenon of slavery
in Islam and Islamic history, the historicity of Qur’anic texts, the role of politics in creating
systems of religious thought, and his views on the system of religious education in his era, we
unveil his unconventional religious thinking and his deep divergences from the official and
traditional perspectives of Sunni Islam.
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