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Abstract

Given that intellectual components make effective contributions to the emergence of sects and
doctrinal groups, this research study aims to analyze and critique the historical trajectory of the
Nizari Isma‘ili sect, in order to uncover its intellectual and doctrinal components and to reveal
part of the history of this sect, which experienced many upheavals throughout its intellectual
and political life during the then-prevailing Sunni rule. Based on this, the study seeks to
answer a central question: What role did the intellectual components of Isma‘ilism play in
the emergence of the Nizari sect and the consolidation of its foundations? This is pursued
through a descriptive- analytical method and relying on bibliographic sources. The results
show that imamate, mahdiology (Mahdiism), jurisprudence, prominent scholars, and attention
to education together constitute the intellectual components of Isma‘ilism that contributed
effectively to the emergence and consolidation of the Nizari sect.
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