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Abstracts

There is no doubt that part of the civilizational developments in medical science depended on the
lenient treatment by those in power toward non-Muslim Persian physicians. In the early centuries
of the Islamic state, the caliphs were keen to bring physicians to their courts and lavish large
sums of money and plentiful gifts upon them. Here a fundamental question arises: How did
the caliphs of the Islamic state treat non-Muslim Persian physicians in the early centuries?
And what civilizational shift did this produce at the societal level? This research paper follows
a descriptive-analytical method, relying on available sources in the history of medicine. Its
findings show that the caliphs and rulers of the Islamic state in general — and the Abbasid
caliphs in particular — adopted a policy of leniency and tolerance in dealing with non-Muslim
Persian physicians, due to their acute need for them in the arena of social life. The caliphs
celebrated non-Muslim physicians with great honor, treated them with considerable esteem, and
sought to appease and win their loyalty, in order to benefit from their knowledge and expertise
to meet their needs and fulfill their medical requirements. Undoubtedly, this distinguished
cohort of physicians in Islamic society, in addition to overseeing the health of the caliphs, their
entourages, and treating them, made a significant contribution to translating medical works,
enriching the Arabic language with medical writings, training pupils in the field of medicine, and
establishing bimaristans (hospitals) in various Islamic cities, foremost among them Baghdad.
Keywords: leniency and tolerance, non-Muslims, Persian physicians, Islamic civilization,
Abbasid caliphs
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