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Abstract

Each Islamic sect has its own specific causes and factors in its origin and emergence, as well
as in its spread and intellectual differentiation. However — alongside these specific factors
— they are affected by a set of common factors occurring within a single historical context,
represented by a successive chain of events, each of which was influenced in its occurrence by
the others. Although we believe that a general understanding of the intellectual system carried
by each of the Islamic sects can be useful for recognizing the background and the particular
historical and intellectual factors of that sect, an accurate and comprehensive knowledge is
not attainable except after studying and analyzing all the general and shared backgrounds
and factors that contributed in some way to the emergence of all these sects. Hence, it was
necessary for us to identify the general circumstances and backgrounds and the macro and
major factors that lie behind the origin of sects and schools of thought.
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