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Abstract

The study of authors’ methodologies and their policies in selecting narrations is a central
pillar in hadith studies. The book al-KafT by Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub al-Kulayni (258-329
AH) occupies the primary place among Shi‘i Imami hadith works. Based on that, this
modest research aims to shed illuminating light on the narrations transmitted from Ahmad
ibn al-Hasan al-Maytham — who belongs to the family of Maytham al-Tammar, is a
Wagqifi, and is among the most famous Kufan narrators of the third century AH — and to
uncover his implicit criteria and controls in selecting hadiths. This is done by extracting
al-Maytham’s narrations from al-KafT and other hadith sources, foremost among them
al-Mahasn by al-Barqi, Basa’ir al-Darajat by al-Saffar al- Qummi, and Kitab Man La
Yahduruhu al-Faqth by Shaykh al-Saduq, then studying, analyzing, and comparing them
in terms of isnad (chain of transmission) and dalalah (meaning/content).

The study’s results show that al-Kulayni, in his selection of al-Maythami’s narrations,
paid great attention to narrations of a jurisprudential character and to moderate
contents far from excess and extremism, and to reliable isnads, and that he refrained
from transmitting narrations with esoteric or exaggerated contents — something that
reflects al-Kulayni’s particular methodology compared with earlier and later books in
the Shi‘i hadith tradition. Undoubtedly, the research findings benefit scholars studying
and analyzing al-Kaft’s epistemic structure and conducting comparative studies among
Imami Shi‘i muhaddithun (hadith scholars).
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