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Abstract

Historical writing has occupied the attention of the Shi'a since the early Islamic centuries of the
Islamic state, to the extent that they unleashed their prolific pens in its various genres. From this
standpoint, this modest research paper, using bibliographic sources, tables, and charts, seeks to
answer two fundamental questions: How did the course of historical writing develop among the
Shi'ain the early Islamic centuries? And which type(s) of historical writing have been lost to the
depths of time? The study's results show that the trajectory of historical writing evolved due to
certain varying circumstances and factors, and that the Shi'a played an active role in the types
of historical writing of which the vast majority have vanished over the ages. Undoubtedly, the
loss of these valuable works over time and the Shi'a’s lack of interest in preserving them has
caused later Shi'a authors to suffer from a shortage of sources and books in genres of narratives
and history — especially pure history — and to resort to other genres to compensate for the
deficiency of these sources.
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