Gleams of Islamic Civilization
Vol.2,No.1, July 2025, 9-29

Re-reading the Theory of the Command Between Two
Commands in the Noble Narrations Focusing on the

Two Elements: Power (Istitd ‘a) and Permission

Atiyyeh-Sadat Feyz'
Mohammad Ghafourinezhad?

(Received: 2024 October 10; Accepted: 2025 April 07)

Abstract

When we take a reflective look at the history of Imami thought, ancient and modern, we
encounter a substantial portion of theological, philosophical, and mystical interpretations of the
theory of the command between two commands. Based on that, our research paper, following
a descriptive-analytical method and relying on the available bibliographic sources, seeks to
present the reader with a new reading of this theory according to the noble narrations that rest
on two principal elements: human freedom and real human agency grounded in power and
possession of ability, and the sovereignty of the Divine Will and the comprehensiveness of
God’s will and the issuing of permission from Him. Starting from this premise, God — glorified
is He - in the domain of human voluntary actions, has granted humans sufficient ability and
strength so that they may choose to act or refrain; the bestowal of ability and strength occurs
continually and at every moment, yet it occurs in a manner in which God — Exalted is He -
dominates all of human actions to the extent that no action issues from a person or becomes
actualized outside the circle of His will, His intent, and His permission. In other words, a
person has full freedom of choice, yet their action will not be realized except insofar as it
proceeds according to the system of divine decree. This is the true meaning of the phrase “the
command between two commands.”
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