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Abstract

Given the importance of the economic situation of Iranians during the Safavid period, as the first
Shia state in Iran, this research study aims to shed light on the economic conditions of Iranians
during this era, apart from discussions on government economics. The study seeks to uncover
the extent to which the shift from Sunni to Shia rule and the policies of Safavid rulers impacted
the economic situation of Iranians. Using a descriptive-analytical approach and relying on
bibliographic data—such as books, travel accounts, articles, dissertations, and theses—this
study explores the trajectory of economic development across various Iranian regions in
certain sectors, including agriculture, livestock raising, trade, and more during Safavid rule.
The key findings of the research indicate that the economic situation of Iranians experienced
numerous fluctuations during the studied period, largely influenced by the economic policies
and behaviors of Safavid rulers, particularly in taxation. It also demonstrates that the economic
prosperity during the reign of Shah Abbas led to an improvement in the general population’s
economic conditions, whereas the heavy tax pressures during the reigns of Shah Suleiman and
Shah Sultan Hoseyn resulted in economic decline and deterioration for the public.
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