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Abstract

Islamic historiography, despite its diversity and expansion, neglected to adopt the approaches
and methods common in the historical writing of earlier nations and civilizations, particularly
Greek historiography. It largely overlooked the history of various nations and peoples without
regard to religious, ethnic, or sectarian biases. Instead, it examined the history of other nations,
their methodologies, and their styles of historical writing in light of the needs related to the
Islamic world and the interests connected to the Muslim community. When we look back at
the early Islamic centuries, especially during the first Abbasid period, we find that Muslims
overlooked Greek historical writing and the translation of works by Greek historians and
their compositions, including Herodotus, Ctesias, Thucydides, Xenophon, and others. They
did not dedicate themselves to translating these valuable works or employing the approaches
and methods of Greek historical writing to enrich Islamic historiography. Based on this, this
scholarly endeavor, using a historical-analytical method and relying on bibliographic data,
seeks to shed light on the reasons why Muslims did not pay attention to Greek historical
writing in the eastern Islamic world, particularly in the city of Baghdad, during the early Islamic
centuries. It aims to answer a fundamental question: Why did Muslims not engage with the
methods and approaches of Greek historians, and why did they not translate their works? To
address this issue, we formulated key hypotheses, which suggest that a purely scientific view
of history had no specific place in Islam, as history was in the service of religion. Muslims
were not concerned with historical writing devoid of religious character and viewed Greek
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historical writing as mythical and unreal. Additionally, the lack of Muslim dominance over
Asia Minor and Greece following the Islamic conquests meant that Muslims did not have direct
access to Greek heritage, nor were they fully aware of Greek books and compositions. This led
Muslims to translate Greek works into Arabic through the Byzantine Empire or the Library
of Alexandria, which significantly contributed to their limited knowledge of Greek historical
writing techniques.
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