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Abstract

The issue of falsely claiming to be the Awaited Imam al-Mahdr is one of the most serious
matters affecting Islamic belief. Throughout history, individuals across the Islamic world
have claimed to be Imam al-Mahdi. North Africa is one of the regions where this claim was
frequently witnessed throughout Islamic history. One of the most prominent figures to make
such a claim in the Islamic world was al-Mahdt ibn Tamart, who led a revolution against the
Almoravid state and established one of the greatest Islamic empires on its ruins: the Almohad
state. Based on this, the present research paper, through a descriptive-analytical method and
relying on ancient historical sources and Quranic exegetical works, seeks to shed light on al-
Mahdi ibn Tumart and his intellectual and social life. The findings show that such claimants
used various methods to deceive people into believing their Alid lineage and promoting their
claims to be the Mahdi. They did so by employing prophetic traditions and the sayings of the
Ahl al-Bayt, which describe the traits and signs of the Awaited Imam al-Mahdi, and applying
them to their own personas. Additionally, they used visions, dreams, heavy taxes, and the
oppression of rulers—who were Muslim in name only—to incite the people’s hope for a savior
who would deliver them.
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