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Abstracts

Trade, being one of the most advanced professions in economic affairs, was an area where
women were present during the pre-Islamic era. Despite the various restrictions of that time,
such as women’s inability to own their own wealth, women merchants succeeded in creating
an independent identity for themselves, becoming part of the active social groups of that
period. Accordingly, this study aims, through a descriptive-analytical approach and relying on
bibliographic data, to uncover the fact that, although the prevailing culture in the pre-Islamic
era sought to limit women’s activities in the social arena and did not support them, women’s
commercial activities—especially in Mecca, Ta’if, and Medina—were significant. The
results show that women merchants, in conducting their commercial activities, relied on men
within the family household, and they were highly skilled and experienced in selling goods.
Among the most prominent women who excelled in the field of trade was Lady Khadija bt.
Khuwaylid, whose reputation spread across all commercial matters, including management,
planning, support, and more, to the extent that no other merchant could match her in skill,
expertise, and competence.
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