Gleams of Islamic Civilization
Vol.1,No.2, March 2024, 167-192
(DOI) 10.22034/sic.2024.448911.1099

The Role of Women in the Development
of Intellectual Life: The Example of the
Idrisid State

Mohammad Reza Heidari Khorasani!
Zahra Rooholahi Amiri?

(Received: 2024 March 16; Accepted: 2024 May 07)

abstract

The Idrisid State is considered the first Shia state, characterized by unique features that set it apart
from other states. The flourishing and continuity of this Shia state can be attributed to various
factors, including the attention given to the Muslim Idrisid woman and the incorporation of
women’s views and orientations in the governance of the state. The extent of women’s influence
during the Idrisid era is measured by the degree to which rulers followed and obeyed women, as
well as the openness of the community to their presence. Based on this perspective, this research
paper seeks, through a descriptive-analytical method and relying on bibliographic historical
sources, to explore the components and manifestations of the emergence of women’s thought
in the Idrisid state as the first Shia state. It aims to shed light on the reasons and factors that
facilitated women’s presence in the political arena, implicitly demonstrating that Shia individuals
from the early Islamic centuries did not oppose women’s participation in society and their active
involvement in political decision-making. In fact, they were committed to ensuring their freedom
within the Idrisid state, which was the first to showcase the foundations and manifestations of
Shia thought in practice. The findings indicate that women, under the Idrisid state, played a
vital and effective role in intellectual life across various domains, including culture, economy,
scientific advancement, architectural art, and the system of power and authority.
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