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Abstract

Imam al-Husayn’s mourning rituals play a significant role in perpetuating Husayni beliefs.
These rituals began following the martyrdom of Imam Husayn (a) on the tenth of Muharram
in the year 61 AH. Lady Zaynab (a) stood over the body of Husayn (a), crying out, lamenting,
and weeping, while the women from the descendants of Abti Talib gathered around the blessed
body on the battlefield. These mourning rituals continued along the entire route of the captives
as the family of Imam Husayn was taken to the Levant. At each city they passed through or
stayed in, the captives would hold mourning gatherings, pointing and lamenting that this was
the head of Husayn, the son of ‘All b. Abt Talib. After passing through Kufa, Lady Zaynab
delivered a sermon in Kufa’s mosque in front of ‘Ubayd Allah b. Ziyad, the governor of the city
at the time. When they were sent to Yazid b. Mu‘awiya as captives, the people initially thought
they were prisoners from the Turks. However, after learning that they were the family of the
Prophet Muhammad (s), and following the eloquent speeches of Imam Zayn al-*Abidin (a) in
Yazid’s palace, revealing the identity of the captives and the owner of the noble head—Imam
Husayn (a)—the people in the Umayyad Mosque turned against Yazid. Thus, the remembrance
of the Husayni tragedy became widespread during the time of Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin, and
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it continued until the eras of Imams al-Baqir and al-Sadiq (a). Their primary focus became
the mourning over Imam Husayn (a) and the events of Karbala. Accordingly, the study seeks,
through a descriptive-analytical method, to shed light on how Husayni mourning rituals were
observed during the era of the two Imams al-Sadigayn (a).

Keywords: Imam al-Husayn’s mourning rituals, historical development of mourning for
al-Husayn, classification of Imam al-Husayn’s mourning.
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