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Abstract

Abt al-Mufaddal Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Shaybani (297-387 AH) is regarded as a
renowned Shia scholar of hadith in the fourth century AH, who left behind a vast collection of
hadiths within the Islamic heritage for Islamic denominations, including Imamiyya, Zaydism,
and Sunnism. His extensive hadith collections, along with his doctrinal ideas and views, have
been the subject of various studies. Although Abi al-Mufaddal al-Shaybant played an active
role in the denominational disputes among the Imami, Zaydt, and Sunni sects, particularly on
the issue of Imamate, his denominational affiliation—whether he belonged to Sunnism, Zaydt
Shi’ism, or Imami1 Shiism—has become a significant point of debate among contemporary
scholars, raising many questions. Accordingly, the present study seeks, through a descriptive-
analytical method and relying on data from biographical (rijali) sources, indexes, and historical
accounts, to uncover his works, methodologies, and positions in the field of transmitting
denominational hadiths. It also aims to answer two key questions: What is the source of these
disagreements among researchers? What was the denominational affiliation of this great scholar
of hadith? The findings reveal that Aba al-Mufaddal al-Shaybant was an Imamt scholar of
hadith and did not belong to Sunnism or Zaydt Shiism in any way. All claims and assumptions
in this regard stem from his methodology and position in denominational disagreements, where
he defended Imamf beliefs similarly to some Sunni and Zaydt groups.

Keywords: Abu al-Mufaddal al-Shaybani, denominational approach, Sunnism, Imamt Shiism,
Zaydi Shiism.
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Ansari, Hassan. (2017). »L’imamat et I’Occultation selon I’imamisme«. Journal of Near East-

ern Studies. vol 79.
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