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Abstract

The clergy have always been among the most significant social and cultural segments of Iranian
society, playing a crucial role in many social developments and changes. Their income and
economic resources have had both direct and indirect impacts on social events and activities.
These resources can be divided into two categories: permanent financial resources, expected
annually, and temporary financial resources, which, although consistent in terms of endowments
and vows, were unpredictable in their long-term value. By deploying a descriptive-analytical
approach and drawing on historical sources and literature, this study aims to answer a central
question: What were the types of temporary income for the clergy in Tehran during the Qajar
era? The findings reveal that while these temporary financial resources posed challenges for
the clergy’s livelihood, they also offered significant benefits. These resources helped the clergy
maintain economic independence from the Qajar state, allowing them to perform their religious
and social duties with fewer restrictions and greater freedom.
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