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Abstract

Ahmad b. Abt Ya‘qub, known as al-Ya‘qiibi, was one of the first historians and geographers
of the third century AH. In his brief treatise entitled “People’s Conformity to Their Eras,”
he proposes a theory stating that Muslims, in their beliefs, individual and social actions,
and behaviors, follow the doctrine of their caliphs and kings, adhering to their path without
deviating from their morals, actions, or words. This was during a time when the enlightenment
movement of the Shiite imams was prevalent, and al-Ya‘qtibt himself was one of their scholars
and virtuous individuals. Based on this context, the study seeks to answer a pivotal question:
Given the broad activities of the Shiite imams and the nonconformity of their followers to
ruling power, is al-Ya'qtibi’s theory correct? This study attempts to shed light on the elements,
components, and variables of his theory, and to address the historical evidence included in
his treatise. The goal is to reveal that although al-Ya‘quibt was unable to explain all changes
and developments solely by focusing on the caliphs, particularly the Umayyad and Abbasid
caliphs, he highlights an important observation about the relationship between Muslims and
the successor of the Prophet: the caliph is seen as the Prophet’s successor. Just as the Prophet
is considered a role model for all Muslims, the caliph is also seen as a role model, except when
this belief undergoes change and development. It becomes evident that the activities and actions
of the Shiite imams were aimed at fostering this development and change, and challenging the
legitimacy of the ruling system.
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Baylis, John. (2001). International and Global Security in the Post-cold War Era, in The

Globalization of world Politics: An Introduction to International Relations. Oxford

University Press.
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