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Abstracts

The presence of Manichaean ideas in the Hijaz has been a significant topic for orientalists
who aimed to explore the principles and foundations of Islam through the method of historical
criticism of religions. Some Muslim historians have claimed that zandaqa (disbelief or heresy)
existed among the Quraysh tribe, on the assumption that zandaqa equates to Manichaeism, and
this is the primary argument for the presence of Manichaean teachings in the Hijaz. For the first
time, Ibn al-Kalbi (d. 206 AH), in Mathalib al- ‘Arab (The Tales of the Arabs), mentioned the
existence of zandaga among the Quraysh, a claim that later found its way into other historical
records. Ibn al-Kalbi stated that the Christians of Al-Hira taught zandaga to the Quraysh
merchants, listing the names of Quraysh zindigs. Assuming Ibn al-Kalb1’s report is authentic,
the varied meanings of zandaga make it difficult to talk about the presence of Manicheans in
the Hijaz merely based on the presence of zindigs in Quraysh. Furthermore, considering that
the Sassanids suppressed the Manicheans, the claim of Manichaean ideas existing in Al-Hirah
is contentious. Analyzing the biographies of those whom Ibn al-Kalbi labeled as zindigs of the
Quraysh, their behaviors—marked by brutality and idol worship—do not suggest Manichaean
tendencies. Instead, their actions indicate a complete divergence from Manichaean beliefs.
Therefore, the argument for the presence of Manichaean ideas in the Hijaz, as erected by some
Orientalists, falls apart upon closer examination.
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