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Abstract

Correspondence (mukataba or murdasala) was a significant method for transmitting knowledge
during the era of Imam al-Hasan al-‘Askard, resulting in the preservation of a substantial legacy
of his letters to his followers. Contemporary researchers and scholars have yet to thoroughly
examine the structure of these surviving letters or writings. This article aims to illuminate the
apparent structure of the Imam’s letters by focusing on 130 of his letters. Utilizing a descriptive-
analytical approach, it seeks to derive insights from his legacy. The study explores various
elements and components of the letters, such as the sender, the addressee, the recipient, the
opening and closing phrases, the writer, and the dates. The findings reveal that the Imam did not
adhere to a single pattern in all his letters. Instead, the letters exhibited diversity and multiple
forms, likely due to the prevailing conditions and circumstances of the time. Additionally,
variations could be attributed to incomplete documentation by narrators and transmitters or the
transmission of content without strict adherence to original wording.
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