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Abstract

The nineteenth century marked the emergence of progressive and enlightenment movements
in Iran. During this historical era, following the aspirations of Iranian intellectuals, there
was a growing desire for development and progress modeled on Western ideals. Religious
thinkers focused on enlightenment and intellectual awakening, aiming to harmonize religion
with civilizational rationality to foster social and political development. Consequently, various
methods and patterns of intellectual and behavioral engagement emerged among Imami
scholars, with the Quranist movement being particularly prominent in this context. This article
aims to illuminate the cultural foundations of the Quranists’ approach during the Qajar and
first Pahlavi eras. It seeks to identify the key factors and reasons behind the emergence of
the Quranist movement during the constitutional period. The study employs a descriptive-
analytical approach, drawing on historical data and a library-based method. The findings reveal
that the Quranist movement endeavored to present a modern model of governance aligned
with societal needs, combining a desire for development with a civilizational vision. It sought
to offer a new understanding of religion based on the Quran to promote social and political
development. The study also highlights that the movement had several backgrounds: the general
will of society, the clash and incompatibility between traditional religious interpretations and
modern civilizational approaches, and the efforts of politicians to leverage a new civilizational
understanding as a tool for power.

Keywords: Quranist trends, cultural approach during the Constitutionalist Era, cultural
backgrounds in the late Qajar era, cultural approach during the first Pahlavi era.
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